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" PUBLIC DINNER
. AT CROSSMAGLEN TO
RALPH JORDAN, ESQ. O BRAY,
AND IS AGENT,
HENRY SANDYS MECREDY, ESQ. OF DUBLIN,
BY THEIR TEXANTRY.

[FROM OUR REPORTER.)

On Wednesday Jast the tenantry of Mr Jordan,
who live in the townlands of Clohog, Freedufi, and
Carran, in the neighbourhood of Crossmaglen, en-
tertained that gentleman aud his worthy agentat a
public dinner in M‘Donnell’s Hotel, as a token of
their gratitude for the kind treatment they have re-
ceived from both gentlemen, in having the land
fairly valued in accordance with the present prices
of agricultural produce, and & perinanent reduction
mide in the rents of the several farms. The ban-
quet was served up in the most creditable style by
Mr M‘Donnell, who, together with the stewards, M
John Murtagh, Mr John Stitt, and Mr William
Speirs, used their utmost exertions to make all pre-
sent as comfortable as possible. The large room in
which the dinner took place was tastefully decorated

with Jaurel, and brilliantly lighted with gas, pro-
duced on Mr M‘Donnecll’s Fremises.

"I'he chair was ably filled by the Rev. Me Lennon,
P.P., and the Viee.chair by the Rov. Me M* Williams,
Presbyterian Mimster, Crossmaglen.

T'o the right of the chair sat Ralph Jordan, Esq.,
and on the left Henry Sandys Macredy, Esq., who, on
entering the room, were loudly and enthusiastically
cheered.

[n other parts of the room we observed the Rev.
Mr Lamb, P.P,, Newtownhamilton, the Rev. D. G.
Brown, P.M. Newlownhmnilton, {who were invited
guests) Rev. Me Campbell, and the Rev. AMr Locy,
Crossmaglen, Rev. Mr M‘Shane, C.C. Forkhill,
Rev, Michael Carraber, C.C. do, ; W. S. M*'Clean,
Freedoff, William Stitt, do, Alexander Stitt, do,
Denis Murtagh, John Murtagh, Crossmaglien, Robert
Deery, Clohog, William Speirs, do, Dr M*Parlan,
Crossmaglen, Thomas AMorris, do, John Rebinson,
Clohoyg, Pateick Al*Nulty, Carean, Samucel Donald-
son, Clohog, Owen Mallion, Crossmaglen, Robert
Speirs, &e.

Grace having been said,

I'he Chaivman rose and suid he was going to pro
posc the first toast. It was a well known Fact that
Irishmen were proverbially loyal to their recogaised
and legitimate sovercign, wnd he believed her Majesty
had suflicient evidence of the fact on her recent visit
to this country, when she was received in the warmest
manner by her lrish people.  lle begged to give the
health of the Queen (loud cherring).

The Chairman again vose and said, that the feelings
of loyalty to which they had given expression embo-
died also cordial feclings towards the amiable Prince
who was the Consort of the Queen, who shared her
joys aud her sorrows, and whom she liad taken * for
better for worse™ as people take each other in mar- |
riage (cheers and laughter).  T'he conduct ol Prince |
Albert was deserving of all praise since his first con- !
nection with these countries, and he had great plea-
sure in giving them ¢ Prince Albovt and the rest of
the Royal Family (foud and continued cheering).

The Chairman rose and said the toast he was going
to propose was the object of their esteem— the gentle-
man whom they had met to honour on that evening
(cheers). Ile was glad to see so many happy faces
there, and he believed he could guess the cause.  Mr
Jordan was the first landlord in that part of the coun-
try who had adopted the new principle of valuation,
a fair valuation of fand in accordance with the reduoc.
tiou in the prices of agricultural produce (eheers).—
ffe saw the change which all things in conncction
with land had taken and pradently, wisely aod justly,
he resolved to change with them (loud cheers). }\{r
Jordan had valued the boldings of his tonantry, and lic
(the chairman) believed that the row rents fixed on
the different farms had given satisfaction (eries of hear,
hear). He had seen the instructions given to the valua.
tor, and they were perfeetly fuiv, for he was directed
to look to the present prices ol corn in valuing the Jand.
That was a fair principle, perfeetly just in valuing the
rent of land. Mr Jordan was not satishied with giving
beggarly reductions of [0 or 15 per cent; he resolved
at once, when the tenants appealed to him, tw go to
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the root of the evil and put the relationship existing
between him and his tenantry on a just and permanent
footing (eheers).  The T'enant League had not com.-
pelled him to do it (cheers), becuuse that body was
not in existence when he commenced his labours 3 no,
AMr Jordan had taken the eourse he did, because he
was influenced by a desire to act fairly, hononrably
and justly towards his tenants,  And he would have
his reward. e would go howe from Crossmaglen
with wore money in his purse than il he had been de-
manding the oid rents (cheers), because when the
tenants saw that they would be teeated fairly they
would do their utmost to mect the demands ol their
landlord (hear and cheers). My Jordan bad there-
fore acted wisely, and in serving his tenants he was
also serving himself.  What was a landlord without
a tenantry ?  Nothing. ‘T'he Jand would becowme bar-
ren but fur the industry and skill of the people.  The
doctrine of tenant right was a fair one, and no
reasonable man conld vbject to it {cheers).  lle saw
onc of its happy effects in the meeting of that evening ;
he saw Mr Jordan pleased wich what he had done, wnd
the tenantry satislied with the new arrangements ;
and, therefore, he concinded, that the rights of land.
lord and tenant were the smae, and that when one was
happy so also wus the other. e would not detain
them longer than in giving “* T'he health of Mr Jordan,
and the landlords who recognised and praetised tenant
right” (loud and long continued cheering).

My Jordan on riging to return thanks was received
with loud cheers, e said he felt embarrassed by the
compliment they had paidd him; one so high, indeed,
that he did not merit it (eires of ** vou do™), and for
which he could not adequately thank them. Ile had
been but a short time thew Jandlord, but duwring
that time he had givea his hest attention to their
wants and wishes, and when he found that their farms
were over-rented he at once resolved to do them
Justice (cheers).  Several representations were inade
to himself and Mre Mecredy, by letter and otherwise,
and after considering the entive case, he found that
nothing would place the relationship existing between
them on @ proper and satisfactory basis but u new
valuation of their farms (lond cheers). Ile then en-
gaged a person to value tho land, giving him striel
instructions not to put on any farm hut what it wis
worth, the valuator to ook (o the present prices of
agricultural produce, while estimating the value of the
land (cheers). ‘That valuation was adopted by the
Conrt of Chancery, for a portion of the estate belonged
to & minor, as they all knew, and he was happy Lo say
that it had also given satisfaction to the lenantry
(continued cheers). Me could not give a better prool
of how the tenants felt, relative to the reats fixed on
their farms, than by stating that bimsell and Mr
Mecredy wore busy cvery day from nine o'olock in the
morning till night in receiving the rents from the
tenants (cheers), and that he had received more money
than he expeeted,  They weve paying it too with feel-
ings of gratitude, so mueh so, indeed, that it would
induce him to visit them often for the purposc ol en-
couraging and assisting them in every way he could
(loud cheers).  He hoped in a year or two that the
estate would wear another appearance, and that all
would be much improve l. 1t was his duty to look to
the wants of the tenanls, to enconrage and assist them,
and he would do so (cheers),  Tho habit practised by
landlords in keeping a fictitious rental was most im-
proper ; it was good for no party, and he objected to
such a delusive system (heav, hear, and loud cheers).
[t was a course which could not serve cither landlord
or tenant. [Ile had received more money this yeoar
with the reduced rent from his tenants than he had
rccoived Jast year with o far higher vent, but which
they were unable to pay (cheers). © Reduetions of® 10
or 15 per cent. would never cure the evil of which the
farmers complained (cheers)—and any landlord who
thought bhe conld proceed successtully with a systew
of that kind would find himself mistaken, aud his in-
terest, and that of his lenants, becoming damaged day
after day. lle would be ready at all times to serve
his tenants, particnlarly those whoe would meet him
as he had met them ; and with these observations he
Legged to conclude, thankimg themn from his heart for
the kind compliment they had paid him, and which he
should ever remember.  (Mr Jordan respmed his seut
amidst enthusiastic cheering),

I'he Chairman said hoe hal to apologise for not hav-
ing at an carlier period annouuged to them that he had
veecived conumunications from Major Berpard J.P,
and few o other gentlemen regretting their inability
to attend the dinner, the notico which they had ro-
ceived being so very short. laving made this an-
nouncement, the chairman proceeded to sy that the
good feelings cntertained Jor a landlord did not stop
there, but extended also to his agent ; and from what he
had heard and seen, ho belioved thyt Mr Mocredy had
contributed largely to the feelings in whigh that night's
demonstration had its origin (cheers).  When he first
met Mr Mecredy, at the first interview he had withi
Jhim relatiye to the state of Mr Jordan's tenantry, he
foupd him kind, gentlemanly and courteous, and most
attentive to the advice he had given on the subject.—
He at onco'declared himself ready and anxious to get

the rents permauently reduced, and his conduet after-

wards in the Court of Chancery anl through the en-
tire proceedings proved that wihile he was desirous of
seving justice done to the landlords that he also main.
ta'ned the rights of the tenants, and did his ubmost to
have them liberally, fairly und justly dealt with. 1t
it were left to him (the Rev. chairman) he did not
know which he would seleet, a bad landlord and a
good agent, or u good landlord and a bad agent, but
he thonght that a good agent could do much in neutra-
lising the harsh orders of an oppressive landlord, just
as a groodl magistrate on the petty sessions beueh might
in administering a bad law render its provisivns less
painful by his conduct. Well, then, if a good lundiord
was a blessing, they were highly favoured on their
estate by having both a good landlord and a good
agent {cheors) The{ wero far better ofl than their
ncighbours, who could not boast of possessing any-
thing of the kind, He believed that so rare were good
landfords in the country, that some of the tenants of
Lord Gosford had come there to pay their respects to
Me Jordan for the example he had given to the Jand.
lords (cheers), and he believed that some of Major
Bernard's tenants were also present (cheers).
A Voice— And some from Mr Ball’s estate (eheers).
The Chairman said they had come to do honour to
a good agent, and without further preface he would
erive them * The health of Mr Meeredy.” (1 he toast
was received amid great applause).
Me AMecredy, on rising to return thanks, was
rected with enthusiastic cheering, e said he fult
grateful for the manaer in which the toast had heen
proposed by their respeeted chairman and the kind
manuer in which it had been reccived. Hn felt more
flattered by having his name coupled in conneetion with
a good agent than anything clse, because the duty of
an agent in Ireland was one of great difliculty. An
agent might be placed under & harsh landlord which
was the most unpleasant pesition al'all; he should also
struggle to keep estates fron the hammer, and in doing
so be obliged to dea) stringently with the tenantry and
carn a bad name. They might thus observe, that to
preserve the good opinion of both the landlord wnd
(enants was a task which few agents could perform,
and yet he would aspire to it.  When in 1847 he had

obtained the agency of the estate, the tenants wore:

suffering from tho failure of the potato crop. Many
persons had cautioned him against taking the oftice.
They told him it was a lawless place, but he did not
heed such observations, as he knew that the meu of
Armagh were honest and required nothing bat jastice
(lond cheers). And for two years they il paid their
rents well, looking to and hoping for bLetter times
(cheers). Free trade, however, had deprived them of
the expectation of reeciving liig prices for their corn,
and matters went from bl to worse; the tenants
weve unable to meet the demsands upen them, aod

when e went the Jast time to Castleblaney to receive |

the rents, the Rev Mr Lennon and the Rev My M-
Williums came as i deputation from the tenants, and
luid the state of the tenantry before him. They stated
that it was impossible they could pay the reats de-
manded.  As was his duty, he listened Lo the state-
ments of those gentlemen, and said he would lay the
ease belore the propricters of the property, and tell
them that e would not be the man to ask the tenants
o pay more for the land than it was worth (cheers).
AMr Jordan at once agreed to have the reats reduced,
and the land honesily valued (cheers), amd the trus-
tees of the minvr who was the other proprictor, one
of whom was Me Evaus, consented at onee to have the
land valued (cheers). Mr Jordan then gave dirce-
tions to a persen, who wasa competent judge, to go
and yvalue the estate, and he declared, that soouner
than oppress the tenants, he wonld do bis utmost to
have the property sold in the Incumbered Estates’
Commission oflice i the trustees of the minor did not
agree to that valuation (eheers).  But they did agree
to adopt it, and then after considerable labour on bis
part and on the pare of the Rev My M*Williams, Mr,
M Clean and My MNulty, (who had gone to Dublin
as a deputation), in the Rolls Court and before Master
Henn, the Court of Chancery had agrevd to the valu-
ation [cheers]. e heard that the deputation bl
been blamud by the tenantry, but he could assure
them that no one could act with more energy than the
members of the depatation when in Doblm: and, al-
thongh his (Mr Meeredy's) labour was great, and
without any peeuniary reward, yet he felt more than
compensated by the kind and gencrous reception he
had met on that evening from lis friends around him
(applausc).  Jn conclusion, hie would only say, that if
other ugents acted as he had done in striving to do
justice between landiord and tenant, they would not,
as herctofore, bu looked upon withidistrust, nor wounld
they be the theme of obloguy inalmost every part of
irehud (loud and continued cheering ).

T'he Chairman saiel the next toast had reference to
the able speeches which had been delivered by the
suests whom tiiey had met to honour, for that demon-
stration was notmerely to compliment to a good Jand-
lord, but also to pay respect Lo a good nml kind agent
(cheers).  “The tonst was, “ The just rights of pro-
purty” (cheers).  People were frighteneid by hearing
discussions on the rights of landlords, but no one de-
nied the laudlords their just rights, Even the Dux-
ALK Desocuar, which the landlords eonsidered their
envmy, acknowledged the rights of the Jandlord as
much as any one (cheers and funghter).  But he con-
tended that others had as good vights as the landlord,
and he would say that those righis should be vespecied
and protected (cheers). The tenant had rights, just
rights, which should be sccured to him.  If a tenant
took w farm ol land which was worth only 7s id an
acre, and that he improved it 6l it was worth 103
more, was not the additional value his property, and
should it not be respeeted as well as the property of
the landlord ? (hear, and cheers).  No one, then, conld
be offendeidl by the toast; because, in acknowledyging
the just rights of property, they protected the rights
of the landiord as well as the tewant.  1F the landlord
wished his rights respected, it was his duty to respect
the rizhts of the tenant, and charge him oaly wiat
the land was worth (eheers). MHe agreed with the
Duspank Desocuar insaying that any landlord who
charged more for Jand thanit was worth was a disho-
nest man, and an enemy to the country and its pros-
perity. But the landlord who respected the tenant’s
right was revercd by his tenantey, and the seene be-
fore them on that evening proved his remarks to bo
truc (hear).  He wouldalso say that the landlord whe
did not respect tenant vight had an empty purse, and
his contduct tended not only to injure himself, but also
oll those who lived on his property; while, oun the
other hand, those who practised tenant right made
themselves happy and their tenants comfortable.  le
bepged, therefore, to eall on them to deink the toast,
“Plie just rights of property” (long continued cheer-
ing].

I'he Rev. Mr Campbell spoke (o the toast, and on
rising was reeeived with loud cheers. e regeetted
that some one move competent Lhan himsell” had not
been called on, for after the able manner in which the
subject had been disenssed it was difliealt for once like
him to say anything entertaining on the question. It
conld wot be denied that eeland presented an unusual
spectacie (hear, hear).  She biewds at every pore, no
mind could conceive and no tongue could properly depict
her sad and melancholy condition,  Her hamnlets wero
duestroyed, her towns descerted, her eities almost ruined
—her poor-louses were erowded by the destitute
amongst her sous and danghters, and indolence was
fostervd in those bastiles whore the yooug were led
awd clothed in idleness (cheers),  The hold peasantry
who wepe onee the conntey® pride, and the fasdlords’
support, were rushing from the country, and frighten-
ing the monsters of the deep while struggling with the
waves in going Lo other Jands to seek for that which
was denied them i their own country; her molhers
were in abject misery endeavouring to keep their ehil-
dren from death, and all this was permitted to taie
place while there was plenty of means in lrelalul to
cnable a groater population thyn she has to live in
comfort and happiness (cheers).  All this proved that
there was something wrong i the government of the
country ; some spring or screw loose in the sovial sys-
tem which ealled for imwmediate attention from the po.
vermneut and the kandlords [cheers].  Unless some-
thing was wrong would the lailure of a rovt have hiad
such a dreadful effect on the country ? It would not.
They had lost their manuluctures and the chiel em-
ployment of the people was at agriculture; yes every
mterest but one had been blasted, amnd alimost - ae en-
tive people were flung on the land to guin 4 absis.
tence. ‘The landlords had a band in bringing the
eountry to the state in which it was, angd the rest was
effected by ignorant and improper lugislation,  But
why were all so miserable from {he poop labonrer up
through all grades of society?  One great cause was
the eriminal negleet of the Iandlords in not vecognis-
ing the right of tho tenant farmers to theje improve-
menis in and on Ltho seil,  He did not accuse the good
landlords ol having neglected that duty, bul the sho-
neens wera pu ity of it—the little harpies who wero
smyll landlords themselves, itnd who acted as ghe ggents
for others [cheers and Jaughier).  But was there no
remedy ? | Uad they gone so far to wreek as that no
vemedy could be found for their condition? T'hey had
not (elicers)—they had only to join together, fand-
Jords amil tenants, and respeet the just pights of pro-
perty rengwaed cheering ). He would cull on all to
respueet’ the rights of the poor man,  God was no re-
spector gf pevsona, for the land was given for the be-
uefib of all maukind; overy man was conceded his
vights by the Almighty, apd it was eriminal in the
highest degree for uny of God’s creatupes to deprive
thu others of the righty conceded to them by heaven,
Liet the great and wealthy thep do their part honesti Y
and respeet the vights of the poor, the weak, and tho
humble, and lreland would ariso from her prostrate
condition, and all her people become happy aguin, Ihe
!woplo were the foundation, the sourge of ull legitimate

—~
N AN g T S I S

' .
power, and if they ceasec

P

1 to produce wealth those

above them would soon feel poverty and ‘hs‘"{ss‘r‘
He denied that the erown or the legislatare were the
owners of the syl 3 all the people had = right ‘?"":‘
for it was for their use and benefic it was made. '.’h-
made wealth by his imlustry thelaw should prolt‘_ﬂ':'-'!?l:
‘Che fesislature took care of the xmall ﬁshﬂ;' '“t el

rivers ; the law told him that he SI)OI!I(I IIO!. s ]?93 ::":n
a pariridge althouzh it might lm.dcstroy.n;;‘.:l "‘\\'m'l:;
(lwughter ), and it he went to lht: river to fish e Tl t.‘
be threatened with a proseculion [clwel's]a ere
was o law to control the Queen of these realms, but
the landlord had no law to resivain him ; he '“f:ht
carry ol corn, pull down houses, fish wlncrg “ln‘]-l“ 5‘-'"
he liked, and shoot partridge as he pleasec [‘\-l“-'l‘ll-‘a
and laughter]. Thank God they had afew goot | "W ]
lords, and he hoped they would assist by examy fi.’“‘
otherwise in converting the bad ones [eheers].  They
had heard of districts which were called lawless and
savage [hear hear].  What a pity it was that nl!l nin.s
not pericel peace, L0 allow the r:tcl_c-rcn!'cl' t;’ P f‘“‘ er
quictly and the tyrant Lo exterminate ! [e "?0'-"1--7-
But those Popish priests {langhter], and those rct_)c -
lions Presbyterian ministers [great langhter] were
stirring up the people and the lz.m(l-sh.:u-ks and g{lcn "
minators could not worlk with impunity. Tle wished
they would all act as Mr Jordan had done [cheers],
and they would have move u\unu?'.m their pyclwls._
[The rev. gentleman vesumed his seat amidst loud
applnusc}. .

The Chairman rose and said that they were not
there as a company representing ereed or class; they
were there as Irishmen (cheers)—and had come Loge-
ther not to repudiate their liabilitics, for }':c.h:ul heard
them all say that they were ready and willing fo pay
a faic and reasopable yent (hear, hear). e was de-
lighted to sew around the table Presbyterians ministers
and Catholic privsts, who had come together for the
purpose of paying amark of respect to a good landlord
and i good agent (cheers).  They had a rightto keep
their refig.ous opinions for their places of worship,
and to worship God as they thought proper (eheers).
He was now 26 years living amongst them,and he
had to state that during that period he had never re-
ceived an insult; on the contrary, he had experienced
the greatest kindness from people of all ercals, and
the other elergy he was certain had been similarly
treated (great cheering).  “That was a clorions thing
to be able to state, alter 26 years residence amongst
them (cheers). ‘The rizhts of conscience were s_ucn-d,
and he lield that presecution for religious beleil was
intoleruble despotism (cheers)—and Tie knew that all
who heard him were ot a similar opinion (cheers).
fle begmed without further preface to give them
«eivil and religions liberty™ (greav applanse, and
“one cheer more™).

The Rev. D. G. Brown responded Lo lh_c toast, amd
was received with gecat applwse,  Je said that they
Chad heard from their worthy and respected ehaivimun
l thiat. the assembly was composed of persons frou, miany
places.  And what had bronght them there to-night 7
Why, he would not go to dine with the Lond Liecute-
want on the short notice sent him to come to that din-
wer.  But he and they had come cheertully to o
justice to an honest Jandlurd [eheers), and topay their
respeets to o worthy agent (continued che'cl:mg).-
‘They repudiated the eharge of desiring 1o injure the
property of any one, and they, at the same time, re-

selled the right ol any one to injure Lheiv own (cheers ),
I'he chairman said traly that what a man earned was
his own property.  And if o Gomer aceumnlated pra.
perty by building on or in lmproving his farm, surely
that property did not belong to a person whom perhiaps
he: had never seen (hear, hear). It certainly did nat,
for they had the highest autharity for suying * thou
shalt not steal,”  With regard 10 the toast of “civil
and religions Jiberty,” he begged to show them a
practical illostration of it (Uere the Rev. gentleman,
wolc an orange colourved handhkerchict from the Rey.
Mr Lamb, PP, and held it up amidsta storm of
cheers and langhter, and then exlibited his own, the
colours heing blae and green).  There was a mixture
of colours, and why should any onc guarrvel with the
Rev, Mr Lamb, or with bim, if he preforced o tene
Llue which never faded (cheers)—mixed with the ever-
lasting green (Joud and  long continued chicering)?
Il had been at the Louth ‘Tenant Right meeting last
week:, and a person asked him did he see a number of
farmers wonnted on lean horses coming to the mecting
He replied that he did, and that those were cquestrian
arguments for temamy right [eheers and laughter ). —
I'he people were oppressed, and was it proper to mack
them when they come together o seek a redress of
wrievences 2 They daed all deties to - perform, kol
[ords and all were tenants o will; even the Quecn,
who bad her erown trom God, was ealled on to ex-
ereise justice in her government, and no one could be
held nuaccountable for lis nets. Now, with respeet
to the toast, he thonght it wis notnecessary to speak of
civil and veligious liberty in o company ot Irishmen,
for they should and would tolerate each othee's opin-
ions.  Why should Mr Lamb turn the cold shoulder o
hin ?(lowd Tanggheeey which he had never done (cheers ]
—they would Hve in peace and haviony—respeeting
and loveing cach other, and assisting one another o
preserving their vights anddiberties (great cheering).
That locality was called a turbulent one,, but he would
sy that it was @ pc:woahlc and honest [":lcc. where
men abhorred outrage, hut where, abu the sime time,
they equally abhorred what caused and led to the
commission of ouwrage (hear, amd ¢leers).  They
were aomixed community at that mecting, and it they
had a Quaker as the vepresentative ol peace they
would be all right (Janghter).  Mr Campbell had wel)
deserthed the sufferings of the people, and thedesolation
which the rage for cmigeation was bringing on the
Laned, but that destruetive course should not be [yl
lawed by them, Jor they would not go from Treland.—
they would not part from their native country, but
stop at home and reliove it from degradation {eheers |,
Robert Burns had said,

A king can mak a belted Knight,
A mavequig, duke, and o’ that; .
But an honest man’s aboon bis mizht,
Guid faith he manna fa” that,”

(cheers).  They were all Irishmen, the sons of the
Gacly of the glorious Celtic race, that had settled in
the land 5 and tolerating one anvther's opinions, they
would maintain their rights, preserve their liberties,
and join beart and hand in keeping theiv country
From the hand of the spoilers (Me Brown sat down
enthusinsticnlly cheered),

The Chaivman again rose, amd after a brief preface,
gave the next toast, * Prosperity to lveland™ [loud
cheering].

The Rev. Mr M*Shane rose, amid loud applause, to
respoidd,  He said Mr Brown had spoken so ably,
that it was not neeessary for him to detain them at
any length,  He had seen the Jocality in which they
were then assembied a happy and prosperous one, and
itit were then saflering hiie the rest of Drelund, he
Llamed the unjust Landlords and Eoglish legislation
for all the misery they had seea. When he was aboy,
twenty years sinee, he had seen a contested clection
in the county Armagh, wud no one could say that une
candilate was better than the other; yet the people
were divided, amd same had voted Tor cach; but the
person clected never to his knowledge usked to do any
service to leclund (hear). At that time he saw more
cmployment given inbleaching yarn, and manufaein.
ring linen, along the bauks of the Black Water, than
was tow inall Ulster, While they were legislated tor
by s alien parliunent, the country could not be really
prospecons [hear, hear]—<lor no people could enagt.
Jdaws Lo suit theie wants 5o well as themselves [lowld
cheers], Al the comtry wis in confusion, and the
best portion of the popalation were daily Jeaving it.
Sir: Robert Peel had said, in 1848, that the govern.
went shoald rather examine the emigrant vessels leay .
ing Ireland’s ports, wd see what made the people
desert the comtry, than (o suspend the habeas covpuos
act, woeowrse whieh caused Trefamd o turn her back
to Britain, and her faee o the west [eheers ], I'hat
great statesman also declared that more slaughter lad
Lalien place in Jreland during the famine than bad been
witneased atthe battde of the Sutlej, or during the
other reeent Indian wars,  He was delighted to wit-
ness the seene presented on that evening ol tenantry
entertaming their kindlord s agent; and he hoped
that when the adlords acted in w similar manaer,
that lreland would cast off her poverty, nnd beeome
really happy and prosperous [loud cheers], M

he Chairman vose and saud, the next toast on his
list was the Janded interest [lound applavse]

My Willium Speirs briclly returned thanks,

The Rev, Mr Browne begged permission to propose
a topst (hear, hear).  Je would give the hewlth of »
gentloman whe had lived amongst them Tor more than
& (uarter of a century, e knew him to be aman of
kimdpess and urbanity ; aman whe was respected and
beloved Ly persons of ail creeds. The very name of
that gentheman had had associated with it so much of
good that he would merely prepuse the health of the
ltev, Me Lenuon (loud applavse).

The Chairman, who on rising was reecived with
loud cheers, said, it would not be doing him justice to
stato that ho did wot feel the deepest grautudo for
that expression of theie esteem. He had lived long
amongst them, and il ho had endeavonred to do good or
peeform any acts of hindness, he did it not knowing
cither creed or evlvar (eheers).  And he shounld way
that ho was met with equal liberality by all his neigh.
bours, e had been travelling at all hours and when
party spivit van high, but vo:one had ever offered him
an insult [elicers). Before he sat down he should
propose a tpast.  The rev. gentleman sfter passing a
warm culogivm on the character of the Rev, Mr M-
Williauns tur bis simable qualities and kindly disposi-
tion, propused the health of the vice.chaivman [loud
cheering ),
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Thy Rev, Mr M*Willims returned thanks, e
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felt prateful for the kind manaer in which the toast
had been proposed by the respeeted president, and for
the warm manner in which bis humble name had been
received by his friends around him.  The Rev. Mr
Lennon and himaelf were ald fricnds, and at all times he
felt glad in uniting with him to serve the people [hear
and cheers].  As regarded that demonstration he had
aut more credit for labour than he really dvsn.rv_e«l
eries of **no. no' . He certainly had eonsalted with
the Rev, My Lennon who, at once said that a comple-
ment was due to Mr Jordan and his vespected agent
[cheers], but there was onc whose name hadl not as
yet been mentioned in connection u;ul: it, namely, the
Rev. Mr Brown, and he at once sail a demonstration
of gratitude like this towards these gentlemen was
fairly due [cheers]. e [the Rev. Mr AW ilfiams]
was an Irishiman, and he Joved his native land; he
saw her faults and failings, but he loved her still [Toud
cheers].  And like the Iev. Mre Campbell, he wis
erioved to see fine and noble fellows leaving the
country to seck in a foreign land what was denicd
them at home.  But with atl their miscries and priva-
tions they had sunny spots still [cheers], and that wis
onc of them. T'hey saw at one board the Romau Ci.
tholic Pricst, the Presbyterian Minister, and the
Episcopalian Protestant [eheers], and was it not a
sunny spot where all those had met, if not to worship
tagether, at least to pay the homage of thvir respect o
a good landlord, and an honest and truly respeeted
agent [loud cheers]. Since Mr Jordan lhad met them
he had treated him and the tenantry with a fatherly
feeling, and My Mecredy had acted in the kindest
manner towards all [cheers]. Ile had seen My Meeredy
in Dublin, and heard him before Master 1lenn de.
elaring that unless justice were done to the enants he
would not continue to act as agent [cherrs].  lu fact
hoth landlord amd agent had asted nobly; they re-
spected the rights of the tenauts, and he [Mr M
Williams] now declared that the tenantry would not
be acting fairly, after what had been done for them,
wnless they reapected the rights of the landlord (lu::n?.
ITe was defighted to hear Mr Jordan say that he would
visit them again next year; on this oceassion they had
ledged his health in mountuin dew [cheers and
aughter], but on his nest visit should the potatoe
flourish and the farmers’ prospeets brighten, he hoped
they would be able to treat him to sparkling cham.
pagne [great langhter and cheering). Ile had said
that he loved his native land, and why not? [cheers)
1le was now fifteen years in Crossmaglen, and he
had experienced notning from the people but the
prealest kindness; he had been out at all hours and
he had never been molested by any [eheers]. Yet that
“nvighbourhood was called a turbulent one; their dis-
Ctriet was maligned and slandered fby  base calummnia.
i tors, but he wished those who abused them were in
Crossmaglen, and they would find themsclves as cor-
dially reecived as they wouold be at 38, Summer-hill,
Dulilin, the residence of” Mr Meeredy [cheers], or at
Bray, where Mre Jordan lived [eheers).  But Cross.
maglen was ecalumniated, basely so. indeed, amd in
the papers he saw outrages charged to its account,
which, when he inguired about them, he found hail

[lowd crivs of hear, hvar].  Anoutrage was repurted
i the papers a few days sinee as having oceurred at
Crossmaglen fevies off “in the rag ealled the Newry
Telegraph”] amd when he made enguiries respecting
it hie fonnd that it had taken place near Newtownha-
milton [hear, hear].  He hoped that it was not his
fricud tie Rev, Me Browne who had played that trick
upon thom (laughter) by concocting the story amd
|1L1cing it to the erclit of Crossmaglen (continmed
Laghter),  Two men el out on a potatoe ridge
near Newtownhamilton, one liaud dug the other's po.
tators, and having Touzht about the matter, the vut.
rage wins sabd o have oceurred in the district of
Crossmaglen (erics of shiuge), There was a tenant
vight meeting in Louth st week, and he had seen a
deseription of it in the ** Newry Telograph,” and
agiin Crossmaglen was attacked, It wis sand that a
procession off Ribibonmen had marehed feom Crossma.
ulen to the Louth meeting (eries of shame).  When
he heard of that in the town of Newry o few days
sinee he said the story was a lie (cheers).  He dud
not use the word inan oflensive torm, but o vindieate
truth, which had been so ontraged in saving that Rib-
bonmen had marched from Crossmaglen (lond cheers).
No, the people of that district were not what they
wore represented,  They had sullered cppression,
misery and wrong, but in the Fews there wounld by
pothing of the Kiad had the Jandlords acted like My
Jordan or Me Mecredy (great cheerving).  IF they had
sneh gentiemen over the people theee, they would have
gond fecling and true civil and religions liberty.—
When, belore that night, hal o landlord sat in that
distriet at the Yestive board with his tenantry 2

When did a landlord before give sl to the widow or
the orplian o theiv neighbourhood ? (hear, hear).—
Had any of them known their landlords to send i shil-
ling to the poor, or to aid the widow or the orphan
i enjoying & happy christmas dinner 2 He hadd nn
knowledze ol anythimg of the kind ; perhaps his friend
My Lennon hadd

Brev. Me Lennon—I have never recvived a penny
from « landlord in this neighbourhood tor the reliel
of the poor!

Rove Me Campbell—I have never scen any money
receivel frow o landloed here for the reliel of the des
titute!

The Reve Me MeWilliams said that he had the same
statement to make,  The fact was, that they had re-
ceivedd nothing but base calwmny,  He hiad now ex-
pressed his sentiments, and he wounld conelude by
proposing a (oast [hear, hear ], They were all Irish-
men, and they shoulid not forget to honour the hulies
yeheers).  Without detaining them longer, he beggod
to propuse the health of a lady who had their cordial
wishes for hier wellare and happiness, and he ealled
upon them to drink to the health ind happiness of Mes
Jordian,  (I'he toast was recvived with great cheer-
).

Me Jordan returned thanks. [t affordal him the
eveatest pleasure to hear Mes Jordan's health proposed
imosuch kind terms, and so warnmly reecived by his
Friends around him (cheers), e did not know linw
to dilite on her merits (lond eheers)—but he eould
tell them that in theis leisure moments, when they spoke
of the tenantry, aint thaw anything was wanting on his
part, she always supplied it (applause),  He begoed
to thank them sincerely Tor the compliment they had
paakd Mes Jordan, and the warm manner in which they
hiad eeeeived ber name (lowd eheers).

The Chaivman again rose, and proposed the health
of the trustees of the jeint proprivior ol the estate.
Those gentlemen had cordially united with Mr Jordan
in having justice done tothe tenants, aml he hal great
pleasure in proposing their health (lond eheers).

Mr Meerady veturned thanks,  ‘T'hey knew one of
the tustees, Mr Evans, lor he had been agent on the
property for many years, and had Bved amongst them
(hear, and cheers),  While he was there he had acted
as a tather to the tenants, and he could say that he
still feit an interest in their welfare (cheers).  Belore
he sat down, he begged to propose o toast, which was
the deputation, consisting of the Rev. Me M Williwns,
My MeClean, and Mre M*Nulty, who had assisted him
in Dublin (lond applanse).

Mre M Clean responded to the toast.  He eonfessed
that he had hittle or no trouble when hie went to Dub-
lin on the deputation, as the Rev. Me M Willioes had
done all that was necessary (langhter). He was happy
on that evening to meet his Tandlord and agent toge-
ther with his neighbours wt the social table, and ho
'was glad to hear Me Jordan saying that he would
often come ammmgst them (cheers). e hoped he
woultd do so, for the tenants required some things to
enable them to improve their frms. They wanted
some lime, and also matervials for deaining (hear),—
When in Dublin, he had heard Me Mecredy say that
unless justice was done (o the tenantry, he wonld ot
aet as agent (eheers).  With soeh a Lodlord and
agent, and the arvangements they had made, he hopeil
Lhe tenantry would become prosperous and bappy [loud
cheers].

The Chairman rose, and proposcd the town and
trade of Crossmaglen (cheers).  He was happy (o say
that there were signs of improvement amongst ils
traders, and the Jast fair was the best they had seen
for a considerable time.  Me ealled on them o drink
prosperity to the town and trade of Crossmaglen (loud
cheers).

Me John Murtagh, baving been loudly called on,
spoke to the toast.  He was proud, as a tridee of
Crossmaglen, to inform them, that depressed as the
times were, there were signs of improvement in the
town (eheers),  Amd il the Tandlords ol the survound-
ing country tullowed the example of Me Jordan, they
would, he imd na doubt, soon get at least the half of
the loaf which bad been taken from them [ehicers).—
e could honestly deelare that poor as Crossmaglen
was, the people conld get as good value for their wmoney
in it asin towns of greater wealth and Jarger pretensions
(hear, hear] The tradors of Crossmaglen were en-
terprising, and the consequence was, that theie trade
was improving [oud cheers].

Uhe Chairman vext proposed the Dusparnk Deso-
cra®, and the liberal press of Irelamd (eheers.)  Fhe
press was the great paladium of their liberties, it
seonrged the tyrant, and dreaged his deeds before the
publicgaze.  He comfessed that he knew no paper, no
publie journal which was doing so much in that way as
the Dusvauk Desocrar (eheers)—amd if any paper
deserved the confidence nnd support of the people
more than another, it was that journal (continued
cheering). It was taking tho right course, the only
one, in fiet, which could truly serve the country, and
he, thevefore, gave with great plensure the DusNpank
Dexocrar and the lberal press of Ireland (lond
cheers.) :

Mr Cartan returned thanks.

The Chairman again rose, and in very complimen.
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taken place, not at Crossmaglen but several miles ol
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tary terms proposed the healta of the Rev Mr Brown,
1Ic had koown that gentleman for a long time, and he
had always found him a good Irishman, ready to defind
his country, and its persecuted people.  le had scen
him at Newtownhamilton express hits sentlmenss feay-
Jessly before the landlords; and at the great inceting
at Ballibay he displayed ability which made him (chaiy.
man) proud of his country. A foolish cxpression hag
been dropped on the platform Ly one of the speakers,
that ** the conguerers and the conquered stood on one
platform togethered,” and Mp Lrown, at the soireo
afterwards, where he presided, denied the truth of the
remark, and,boldly defended his country from the stain
cast upon it, e begged togive the health of the Rov
Mr Brown [great cheering.)

The Rev. Me Brown on rising to respand was re.
ceived with great applanse.  After some prefaratory
remarks he said, he felt honoured in having been asked
to join in paying a mark of respect to 3 gentleman who
had acted as Me Jordan did, and he trusted that the
example he bad given to the landlords would suon b
extensively followed (cheers).  Crossmaglen had beey
calmmniated, but the conduct of its peop's an thay
evening was a sufficient defence agmnsd the e calume
nics, as they shewed their gratitude for services dono
to them. 'f'ruth was mighty and would prevail, and
calumny would have but its day (cheers). The clergry
had been censured for taking a part in the movement
for tenant right, but were they not the clergy ol the
people (cheers), the expounders of the law of God
which wias above all other luw, and who were more
qualified to direet the people in the way they should
act in order to achieve their rvights (cheersy? s
wanted to see the people planted firmly on the lang,
as they saw the trees which flonvished e the lorea
planted, and vnless they were so lixed they ceuld not
prosper.  How could they expeet a cabbage plans to
grow unless its roots were fixed in the earth ; anid un-
less the people were guaranteed their rights it would
be vain to look for improvements amongs then (hear),
e denied that they were a conguerad race; they
were only subdued by their own divisions,  “They huwl
fonght for kings, but Jut that rest (langhter). Bt
although impoverished. they woere still the old rice,
ready and prepared to defend their rights and protect
the interest of their eountry. Me Brown procecded
at much Jength to inculeate the nceessity of afirmn
union amongst all creeds and classes, that they might
obtain their just rights, aud concluded an able address
amidst loud applause.

The Viee-Chairroan in very complementary terms
proposed the health of the Rev. Mr Lamb, which was
very warmly reccived,

T'hie Rev, Me Linb briefly veturned thanks,

‘The health of Mr Jeramniais M *Donnell, the worthy
host, was next given, wud responded to by Master
M Donnell.

Somesongs were admirably sung during the evening,
and] about one o'clock the party broke up atter enjoy-
ing an entertainment which shall long be remembured
in Crossmaglen.

[ ———

116 DUNDALK DENOCRAT

PEOPLES JOURNAL,

N8 LN AN AN Ny NSNS S L e, R I T W N N
SIRELAND PO THE fesn”

PN NN AL NN e PP P, IS

DUNDALK:
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1850,

.

.

TO RICHARD M., BELLEW, ESQ., M.P.
Sir—1lad you been fliing the situction wheil T am
certain dame nature intended you for when she
turned you out of the mould in which you were cast,
this letter would not be addressed to you asicember
for Louth. But circumstances occur for which we
canunot account, and your prezent pozition as member
for the county is one of thuse extraordinary things
that sometimes take place in Ireland and in other
countries too without peuple heing
(he cause.

If you aspired to he an actor on the dramatic
stage, and made the chavacter of funekbock your
greatest study, or had your ambition been in some
other direction besides that ofa law maker, why I
woubl not be disposed to eomplain; bt 1 deny that
nature intended you to represent any one but your-
self, for in all Louth—in Wichard D¢ Verdons
phrase—“from the banks of the Boyne to Nurrow
Water,” there is but one Richard Montesquic
Bellew, and he is so shaped, and hiz mied is so
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crovked that it is a libel un the men of Louth to say
that he eould, in any way, vepresent them in parlia-
rent or elsewhere,

You ave one of the proofs that the scicnee of
phrenology is perfectly true, We have hearil Ietures
on itin Dundalk lately, and I have hewod several
persons declare that they could not ledicve in the
doctrines enuneiated by the lecturer, but whenever
A doubt on the subject crossed my mind, 1 repelied
it by saying, “there is Richard Bellew, look at him
and then louvk at his acts and sav, how can the
phrenologist be in error 27 -

May Task yow, sir, have you ever got vour jor-
trait taken?  Ilave you at any time sporeed a L350
nute to get your likeness sketehed on canvass? |
do not put these questions to you to huet your fecl-
ings, or east ridicule npon you, beeanse 1 know that
it would not be proper to do so, but T am very
curious, in some instances, wnd like to be infored
of many small matiers which others cave little about.
Lt fact, you are not to take offence at any observa-
tion Lmay use in this letter, beeause Lo not address
you for that purpose,

My business is to convinee you that you ave in a
position in which you never should have heen placed
~—that in justice to the people you should retive from
it, and that, it you do not, it is their duty to remove
you when they get the fiest opportunity.

You are now twenty years in the political world,
and elaiming as a right to represent the men of
Louth in the British parliament, and as you com-
meneed your eaveer, exeerated by the people, so shall
you terminate ity it [ am not mistaken, denounced
by public opinion awmd the popular voiee,

The first time I heavd of yon was in 1829, when
youw madly and eriminally opposed Richard  Shiel
who, although he is now tainted qad Gallen like your-
sell; was then a star in the politica! irmament ol
[rcland, radiant and dazzling, amd one whom you
should not have opposed when hie aspived to vepre-
sent men whose shackles he assisted o harst
assumder,

It was really, on your part, sacreligions and un-
Only just think of your folly and pre-
suption then; LRichard Belew opposivy Richard

purdonable.

Sheil—n dwirl in intelleet opposing i man, the
cmanations of whose miumd were as bright and vivid
as the lightning's flash—whose burning words hal
aroused *he slugyish nature ot the most alject slase,
and made him feel anew existatwe—s hose cloguence
awed, subdued and aronsed the leish masses by
turns, and won for Lecland a fame as great as the
orators of Greece or Rome bad ever achieved lor
their native countrics!

Such was the man whom veu opposed in Louth
when he eame to ask his counteymen te veward
Liim tor his labours,

Lt was then that | fivst heard your name, and 1
shall tell you how X heard it.  Mre. Felix M*Cabe,
of Drogheda, a very worthy man, was speaking in
my heaving to atriend of his on rour coluct to-
wards Mre. Sheily, and in the course ol his couversa-
tion he said that an apprentice boy ol his had written
the following prophetie lines on the subject :—

HIn theso strange tines a peice of Dicks,

Both ef whom are Catholics,

In foulish rivalry aspire

"I'o represent an fvish shire ;

But Ricliwed Sheil amd Richard Detlew

Wil Goth Lo ousted, mimd | tell you”
Aud the young appreatice boy was right, for Dick
Bollew, by his presumption and criminul folly, lt:»l



